A MESSAGE FOR NOW, AND FOR LATER
We are heading into an era of unworthy opression. In 2020, a Puerto-Rican transgender woman entered a McDonald's
Restaurant. Her name was Alexa.
Alexa never knew, she would stay for hours in the restaurant - police had been called, she had been convicted
for peeping using a mirror - there was no evidence. Alexa, on that day, was stalked, beaten, and harassed. And
eventually, she was slain. Her attacker did not slay a man in a skirt, the attacker slain Alexa. And for what crime?
For using the toilets? The complainant did not press charges - Alexa was homeless.

Each day, many people have the free privelige that they take for granted - access to sanitary conditions, but when
Alexa reached out for sanitary conditions, she paid the ultimate price.
But, Alexa was not the only such person killed that year - it is thought that 350 or so transgender people were
killed in all manners of grotesque treatment that year, about 70 or so of these were killed in their own residences.
In the case of Serena Angelique-Velazquez Ramos, as well as another transgender woman, she was killed in one
of the most primal ways known to man - she was burnt alive. She commited no crime..
The year to follow, 2021, was even worse - with 375 or so transgender murders - muders of living, breathing,
people, with goals, desires, loved ones, and all cut short in the name of transphobia. 50 or so, American. We
like to think of America as the greatest, most powerful nation in the world, but how does that account for these
50 or so people who have had their freedom, and life, stolen?

Tyianna Alexander, described as "nothing but life, encouragement, and fun". A trans woman of colour, her life
was taken by a single bullet in Chicago. Shortly afterwards, the action taken by the local department was nothing
substantial at all - not even using her preferred pronouns. A simple, but meaningful, act.
And this year, 2022, has already seen the untimely deaths of at least five trans women of colour. Seeing as the
years prior have seen nothing but an increase in the deaths of gender-non conforming people, the chance is
likely that this year another 400 or so such people will be murdered - having commited no crime.

How many more untimely deaths will it take for us, as the most powerful species on the face of the Earth,
to realise that to take the life of someone undeserving brings no relief, only tearshed and loss? How many more
transgender men, women, and gender non-conforming will it take to realise - the numbers released every
year are not merely a sequence of three digits, but each and every digit represented a person - like you and
I - with unique memories, relationships, experiences, all to be taken within seconds? How many more deaths
will be in vain?

The time for a change in the way we see, and react to issues relating to gender non-conforming is now - if we
truly want to live in a peaceful generation, the only way forward is to implement laws for the respect of such
people. Transgender, gender-nonconforming, gay, bisexual rights - they are human rights. Now is the time
to take action, not only for now, but for generations to come. And maybe then, the deaths of the many lives
beyond binary gender that have unnecessarily been taken, they will no longer be in vain.


-Dedennedillo